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Wayside to Reopen April 6, Plans for Remote Learning
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Waysiders,

| deeply care for the safety of our community. Over the past few weeks, Wayside Schools has
closely monitored the COVID-19 outbreak and its impact on our area. Because the city of Austin
has restricted all gatherings of 250 people or more, it is now necessary that we amend our
traditional education model to ensure the safety of our entire community.

Accordingly, Wayside Schools will close to scholars for the following three weeks to help
minimize our community’s risk of exposure to COVID-19. We tentatively plan to reopen our
schools on Monday, April 6, but parents should proactively make arrangements if scholars are
required to stay home longer. Wayside will continue to take direction from local, state and
federal officials as events unfold.

All extracurricular school-related activities during this time are also canceled.

Beginning Monday, March 30, Wayside intends to move to a remote learning platform for all
scholars. While we are not able to meet in person, our goal is to continue providing our scholars
with a college preparatory education from home.

Wayside will not hold remote classes next week, March 23-27, in order for our teaching staff to
train and plan for effective remote learning. You will receive additional communication from us
during that time with more specific information about remote learning for your child and when it
will start.

STAAR testing, originally scheduled to begin April 7, has been canceled by the state.

Through current policy, the Wayside Schools Board has already authorized Wayside the
authority to navigate nearly all challenges concerning COVID-19, including continuing pay for all
staff during closure. By March 26 at the latest, Wayside will hold a board meeting to address
additional issues related to COVID-19. The goal of this meeting includes making sure that
essential school operation decisions continue to quickly be made in this rapidly changing
situation.



I understand that you likely have many questions during this difficult time. While | do not have all
of the answers today, our team will work over the coming days and weeks to provide more
clarity as the situation unfolds. We have an incredibly strong, innovative and passionate team of
educators at Wayside Schools, and | am confident that we can continue to educate our scholars
during this time.

Thank you for your patience and flexibility as we navigate this unprecedented issue.

Matt Abbott
Superintendent

Waysiders,

Me preocupo profundamente por la seguridad de nuestra comunidad. En las ultimas semanas,
Wayside Schools ha monitoreado de cerca COVID-19 y el impacto en nuestra area. Debido a
que la ciudad de Austin ha restringido todas las reuniones de 250 personas o mas, es
necesario que enmendemos nuestro modelo de educacion tradicional para garantizar la
seguridad de toda nuestra comunidad.

Como consecuencia, las Escuelas de Wayside estaran cerradas para los estudiantes durante
las siguientes tres semanas para ayudar a minimizar el riesgo de exposicion de nuestra
comunidad al COVID-19. Planeamos tentativamente reabrir nuestras escuelas el lunes 6 de
abril, pero los padres deben hacer arreglos proactivamente si se requiere que los estudiantes
se queden en casa por mas tiempo. Wayside continuara tomando la direccion de los
funcionarios locales, estatales y federales a medida que se desarrollen los eventos.

Todas las actividades extracurriculares relacionadas con la escuela durante este tiempo
también seran canceladas.

A partir del lunes 30 de marzo, Wayside se mudara a una plataforma de aprendizaje remoto
para todos los estudiantes. Mientras no podamos reunirnos en persona, nuestro objetivo es
continuar brindando a nuestros alumnos una educacion preparatoria universitaria desde casa.

Wayside no comenzara la plataforma de aprendizaje remoto la préxima semana, del 23 al 27
de marzo, esta semana nuestro personal de maestros la utilizara para planificar un aprendizaje
remoto efectivo. Recibira una comunicacion adicional de nuestra parte durante este tiempo con
informacién mas especifica sobre el aprendizaje remoto para su hijo(a).

Las pruebas STAAR, originalmente programadas para comenzar el 7 de abril, han sido
canceladas por el estado.



A través de la pdliza actual, la junta directiva de Wayside ha dado a Wayside Schools la
autoridad para navegar en casi todos los desafios relacionados con COVID-19, incluido el pago
continuo para todo el personal durante el cierre. A mas tardar el 26 de marzo, Wayside llevara
a cabo una reunién con la junta directiva para abordar problemas adicionales relacionados con
COVID-19. El objetivo de esta reunion incluye asegurarnos de que las decisiones esenciales de
operacién escolar continuen siendo tomadas rapidamente en esta situacion que cambia
rapidamente.

Entiendo que probablemente tengan muchas preguntas durante este momento dificil. No tengo
todas las respuestas hoy, pero nuestro equipo trabajara los proximos dias y semanas para
proporcionar mas claridad a medida que se desarrolle la situacion.

Gracias por su paciencia y flexibilidad mientras navegamos por este problema sin precedentes.

Matt Abbott
Superintendente



