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Wayside Closes Campuses Indefinitely; Reports First Case of COVID-19 in Community
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Waysiders,

We continue to grapple with the effects of COVID-19 on a daily basis. It has completely
changed our way of life: how we educate our children, how we provide for our families, and how
we connect with those we love.

Due to the uncertain nature of this pandemic, | believe it is necessary to close all of our
schools for onsite learning indefinitely. This is certainly not the outcome we hoped for, but it
has become abundantly clear that this is what is needed for the safety of our community.

While our sites will be closed to scholars, we will continue to provide remote learning as
planned and double down our effort to ensure the college-readiness of all of our
scholars. We will also continue to have a limited number of essential staff on campuses to
enable the continuity of services for our school community during remote learning.

| also would like to make you aware that today we learned a female Wayside: Sci-Tech Middle
School staff member in her 20s has tested positive for COVID-19. While this was not a factor in
our decision to close indefinitely, it underscores the need for social distancing during this time.

Because our campuses have been closed to scholars since March 6, we do not believe that any
of our families or team have been exposed to this staff member. She has not been on any
Wayside campus since March 6 or physically interacted with any staff members or scholars
since that date. It is important to note that this staff member was not showing symptoms prior to
Spring Break. Please join me in wishing our Waysider a speedy recovery!

Once again, thank you for your extreme flexibility and determination as we navigate COVID-19.
As a father, | understand the stress caused by not knowing when or if your children will return to
school this year. | hope that this news will at least allow you to plan more effectively for the
weeks and months ahead.

Thank you,

Matt Abbott
Superintendent



Waysiders,
Seguimos lidiando con los efectos de COVID-19 diariamente. Ha cambiado por completo
nuestra forma de vida: cdmo educamos a nuestros hijos, como brindamos servicios a nuestras

familias y como nos conectamos con nuestros seres queridos.

Debido a la naturaleza incierta de esta pandemia, es necesario cerrar nuestras escuelas situ

indefinidamente. Este no es el resultado que esperabamos, pero ha quedado claro que esto
es lo mejor para la seguridad de nuestra comunidad.

Aunque nuestras escuelas estaran cerradas para los estudiantes, continuaremos brindando

aprendizaje remoto como habiamos planeado y duplicaremos nuestro esfuerzo por

garantizar la preparacion universitaria de todos nuestros alumnos. También

continuaremos teniendo un nimero limitado de personal esencial en las escuelas para poder
brindar los servicios a nuestra comunidad escolar durante el aprendizaje remoto.

También me gustaria informarles que hoy nos enteramos que una de nuestras maestras de
Wayside: Sci-Tech Middle School ha dado positivo de COVID-19. Si bien esto no fue un factor
en nuestra decision de extender el cierre de nuestra escuela, demuestra la necesidad de
distanciamiento social durante este tiempo.

Ya que nuestras escuelas han estado cerradas desde el 6 de marzo, no creemos que ninguna
de nuestras familias o equipo haya estado expuesto a esta maestra. No ha estado en ningun
campus de Wayside desde el 6 de marzo ni ha interactuado fisicamente con ningun otro
empleado o alumno desde esa fecha. Es importante recalcar que esta maestra no mostraba
sintomas antes de las vacaciones de primavera. jUnamonos para desearle a nuestra Waysider
una recuperacion pronta!

Una vez mas, gracias por su flexibilidad y determinacién mientras navegamos por COVID-19.
Como padre, entiendo el estrés causado por no saber cuando o si sus hijos regresaran a la
escuela este afo escolar. Espero que esta noticia al menos le permita planificar de manera
mas efectiva las préximas semanas y meses.



Gracias,

Matt Abbott
Superintendente



