
 
Update Regarding Texas Attorney General’s Guidance 

 
 
7/29/2020 
 
Waysiders, 
 
Yesterday, Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton ruled that local health departments do not have 
the authority to force schools to close in areas with severe COVID-19 outbreaks. ​You can read 
his ruling here​, and ​you can read more about the situation here​. 
 
Despite this ruling, Wayside Schools is still planning to offer remote-only instruction to all 
scholars from our first day of school, August 12, through September 4. Starting September 8, 
families will have the option to return to campus for in-person instruction, or stay home and 
continue to learn remotely. If you have not already done so, ​please let us know which choice is 
best for your family​. 
 
This plan still aligns with guidance from the Texas Education Agency (TEA), which allows for a 
transition period of remote learning at the start of the school year. ​You can see TEA’s guidance 
here.​ Because the start of school is only two weeks away, we feel that it is in the best interest of 
our scholars and staff to stay the course and continue with our plans. Of course, this is subject 
to change based on future guidance from state and local authorities. 
 
Thank you for your patience and flexibility as we navigate this school year. 
 
All Means ALL, 
Matt Abbott 
 
 

_______________________________________________ 
 
Waysiders, 
 
Ayer, el Procurador General de Texas, Ken Paxton, anuncio que los departamentos de salud 
locales no tienen la autoridad de obligar a las escuelas a cerrar en áreas con brotes severos de 
COVID-19. ​Puede leer el anuncio aquí​, y ​aquí puede leer más sobre la situación. 
  

https://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/sites/default/files/images/admin/2020/Press/Disaster%20Counsel%20Letter%20to%20Stephenville%20re%20Local%20Health%20Orders_07282020.pdf?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/sites/default/files/images/admin/2020/Press/Disaster%20Counsel%20Letter%20to%20Stephenville%20re%20Local%20Health%20Orders_07282020.pdf?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://www.texastribune.org/2020/07/28/texas-schools-ken-paxton/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe2SsaCfmh-V8cnPgVgSHIwd6bBSgzhnk0PNgjQ1oBi6Y-Jfg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe2SsaCfmh-V8cnPgVgSHIwd6bBSgzhnk0PNgjQ1oBi6Y-Jfg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/covid/SY-2020-21-Attendance-and-Enrollment.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/covid/SY-2020-21-Attendance-and-Enrollment.pdf
https://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/sites/default/files/images/admin/2020/Press/Disaster%20Counsel%20Letter%20to%20Stephenville%20re%20Local%20Health%20Orders_07282020.pdf?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://www.texastribune.org/2020/07/28/texas-schools-ken-paxton/


A pesar de esta decisión, Wayside Schools aún planea empezar el año escolar con clases en 
línea del 12 de agosto al 4 de septiembre. A partir del 8 de septiembre, las familias tendrán la 
opción de regresar al salón o quédese en casa y continuar aprendiendo en línea. Si todavía no 
ha llenado la forma para informarnos si quiere regresar al salón o seguir en línea, ​por favor 
hágalo lo más pronto posible. 
  
Este plan cumple con las guías de la Agencia de Educación de Texas (TEA), que permite un 
período de transición de aprendizaje remoto al comienzo del año escolar. ​Puede ver la guía de 
TEA aquí.​ ​Debido a que el comienzo de la escuela está a solo dos semanas, creemos que lo 
mejor para nuestros alumnos y el personal es mantener el curso y continuar con nuestros 
planes. Por supuesto, esto está sujeto a cambios basados ​​en futuras guías de las autoridades 
estatales y locales. 
  
Gracias por su paciencia y flexibilidad mientras navegamos por este año escolar. 
  
Todos significa TODOS, 
Matt Abbott 
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