Way sfde

Schoo s

Board Approves Additional Four Weeks of Remote Learning Flexibility
Waysiders,

It's hard to believe our first week of school is almost over! | hope it was productive and
successful for each of you.

Last night, our School Board voted in favor of using an extra four weeks of flexibility that the
Texas Education Agency (TEA) has made available to school districts across the state to more
safely transition to onsite learning this fall, while continuing to operate in a mostly remote
learning setting.

The Board did not come to this decision lightly. They reviewed and discussed current conditions
and information from Austin Public Health, and heard feedback from both parents and staff.
Ultimately, both the Board and | felt this step was necessary to continue to protect our
community based on COVID-19 numbers in our area.

As a parent of two young children, | know your first concern is likely better understanding what
this decision means for your family. Below is an outline of what this means for you:

e Most scholars will continue to learn remotely until we return from Fall Break (October
19).

e On October 19, all scholars who choose to come back onsite can do so. This is optional,
and you are welcome to continue learning remotely as long as you like. Please know that
this date is subject to change based on conditions and regulations at that time.

e Between Sept. 8 and Fall Break, a limited number of scholars will be invited back to
campus. We will prioritize our most educationally vulnerable scholars for onsite learning
opportunities first as we safely begin to operate limited onsite instruction. Each week we
will evaluate local conditions and our transition plan to consider our ability to safely open
more spots for onsite learning.

In addition, slight modifications have been made to our academic calendar to accommodate this
new transition schedule that we want to bring to your attention:

e Scholar holidays (teacher development days) have been added for October 8 & 9 to help
us train and better prepare for the transition to increased onsite learning after fall break.



e October 19 will no longer be a scholar holiday. We will have onsite and remote classes
on this day.
e All other dates have remained the same.

Click here to see the new academic calendar.

Thank you for your patience as we continue to navigate this rapidly evolving situation. | look
forward to sharing more information with you soon.

All Means All,

Matt Abbott
Superintendent

Waysiders,

iEs sorprendente que nuestra primera semana de clases casi ha terminado! Espero que haya
sido productiva y exitosa para cada uno de ustedes.

Anoche, nuestra Junta Escolar voté a favor de extender el aprendizaje remoto por cuatro
semanas como la Agencia de Educacion de Texas (TEA) ha permitido a todos los distritos del
estado con la esperanza de que sea una transicion mas segura al salén.

La Junta Escolar no tomo esta decision a la ligera. Revisaron y discutieron las condiciones
actuales y la informacién de Austin Public Health y escucharon comentarios tanto de algunos
padres de familia como de nuestro personal. En ultima instancia, tanto la Junta como yo
sentimos que este paso es necesario para continuar protegiendo a nuestra comunidad segun
los numeros de COVID-19 en nuestra area.

Como padre de dos nifios pequefos, sé que su primera preocupacion probablemente sea
comprender mejor lo que esta decision significa para su familia. A continuacién resumimos lo
que esto significa para usted:

e La mayoria de los estudiantes continuaran aprendiendo de forma remota hasta que
regresemos de las vacaciones de otofio (19 de octubre).

e EI 19 de octubre, todos los estudiantes que decidan regresar al saléon pueden hacerlo.
Esto es opcional y pueden seguir aprendiendo de forma remota todo el tiempo que


https://waysideschools.org/academic-calendar/

quieran. Tenga en cuenta que esta fecha esta sujeta a cambios segun las condiciones y
regulaciones en ese momento.

e Entre el 8 de septiembre y las vacaciones de otofo, permitiremos a un numero limitado
de estudiantes regresar al campus. Daremos prioridad a nuestros estudiantes mas
vulnerables desde el punto de vista educativo. Cada semana evaluaremos las
condiciones locales y nuestro plan de transicidon para considerar abrir de manera segura
a mas estudiantes.

Ademas, hemos hecho modificaciones en nuestro calendario académico para acomodar este
nuevo horario de transicion:

e Agregamos vacaciones escolares (dias de desarrollo de maestros) el 8 y 9 de octubre
para ayudar a capacitarnos y prepararnos mejor para la transicion de regreso al salén
para mas alumnos después de las vacaciones de otofo.

El 19 de octubre ya no sera feriado y tendremos clases ese dia.
Todas las demas fechas permanecen iguales.

Haga clic aqui para ver el nuevo calendario académico.

Gracias por su paciencia mientras continuamos navegando en esta situacién que evoluciona y
cambia tanto. Espero poder compartir mas informacién con ustedes pronto.

Todos significa TODOS,

Matt Abbott
Superintendente
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